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Along the science journey, there is always an opportunities and chances to get success in science. Since 1998, our former Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir had give us an inspired challenge to produce a Malaysian Nobel laureate in year 2020, and this become a stimulant and inspiration for our young generations. However, what is a young scientist should do to achieve the higher achievement in science, e.g. Nobel Prize and which environment should provided for generating young scientist?


According Dr. Lee Han Lim, Head of Medical Entomology Department of Institute for Medical Research. He said that consistence and strong determination is the key for the success. Within the consistent attitude and strong determined spirit, a young scientist can do his research full with passionate. This can lead to a higher achievement for his research. He is using an example about the development of PCR. When first time the PCR (polymerase chain reaction) concept is introduced, many people criticising and laughed to the PCR idea. Who knows, today PCR become an important tool in molecular genetics and without PCR, maybe we have to waste a lot of time to clone the needed gene sequence. 


Beside that, sharp focus and targeted research is the key for success. Dr. Lee said most of the Nobel laureates could get the higher achievement because they just focused their research topic deeply. They are not really concern another topics that are not related with their research target. Within the sharp focus and targeted research, a young scientist may discover and identify more facts and truths of a problem behind it. This will lead them become more specialized in their own field and produce more achievement can contribution for their work.


Observation also is a key for leading success. Dr. Lee said most of the top scientists they have the good, sharp and precise observation in science. This can make them get more opportunities for success their research. He also mentioned that a good observation can lead to a good question formed, and it can be a breakthrough answer one day. Therefore he also mentioned that a young scientist should have a sharp and good observation to make their science achievement higher. 


Creative thinking also play role in scientific research. Dr Lee mentioned that most of the breakthroughs in science are based from creative thinking. He said most of the young scientists still keep their mind in conservative thinking and they are just only accepting the knowledge what they have learned. This will cause the young generation become less critical thinking and as the result, most of the research result seems cannot become a breakthrough in science. Therefore, if young scientists want to achieve higher achievement, they have to thinking sharply and creatively so their research might be a breakthrough in science.


Finally Dr. Lee said if we want to produce more young scientists, a well and intellectual environment is needed to provide. This can formed an environment for knowledge exchange and discussion. Beside that, science culture should cultivate during school period so youth can contact with science passionately. In same time, red tape culture is avoidable to create a well environment for young scientists. This is because red tape culture can waste a lot of opportunities and materials that are important in scientific research.

